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Trusted Traveler Programs



PROGRAMS:

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has many Trusted Traveler programs which provide 

both an enhanced traveler experience and increased safety and security. These programs offer various 

benefits for frequent flyers. Please see below for information on which program may be best for you.

TRUSTED TRAVELER PROGRAMS.

• TSA PRE√™ (for travelers who primarily fly within the US) is a government program that allows select frequent flyers 

of participating airlines and members of US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Trusted Traveler programs who 

are flying on participating airlines to receive expedited screening benefits at select airports. TSA Pre√™ is available 

for passengers traveling domestically within the US and for international travel when departing from a participating 

TSA Pre√™ US airport location. The TSA Pre√™ application program is also available to travelers and allows pre-

approved, low-risk travelers the opportunity to apply for expedited screening at participating US airports through 

select enrollment centers.

• Global Entry (for travelers who fly within the US and internationally) is a US CBP program that allows expedited 

clearance for pre-approved, low-risk travelers upon arrival in the US at select airports. All applicants undergo an 

extensive background check and interview before enrollment. Members of this program are automatically eligible for 

the TSA Pre√™ benefits and do not need to apply separately for that program.

• NEXUS (for travelers who primarily travel between the US and Canada) is a US and Canadian CBP program that 

allows pre-screened travelers expedited processing by US and Canadian officials at dedicated processing lanes 

at designated northern border ports of entry, at NEXUS kiosks at Canadian preclearance airports, and at marine 

reporting locations. Members of this program are automatically eligible for the TSA Pre√™ benefits and do not need 

to apply separately for that program.

• SENTRI (for travelers who primarily travel by land between the US, Canada, and Mexico) is a US, Canada, and Mexico 

CBP program that provides expedited CBP processing for pre-approved, low-risk travelers at land border ports 

of entry. Members of this program are automatically eligible for the TSA Pre√™ benefits and do not need to apply 

separately for that program.

• CLEAR (for travelers who primarily fly within the US) is a non-governmental, privately operated program that 

provides expedited screening benefits to frequent flyers on any airline at select US airports. CLEAR is available for 

passengers traveling domestically within the US and for international travel when departing from a participating 

CLEAR US airport location. CLEAR can be integrated with TSA Pre√™ for enhanced traveler screening benefits.

• Secure Flight is a behind-the-scenes program that enhances the security of domestic and international commercial 

air travel through the use of improved watch list matching. The requirement to collect full name, date of birth, 

gender, and redress number are federally mandated by the TSA’s Secure Flight Program in order to travel by air. 

Collecting additional passenger data improves the travel experience for all airline passengers, including those who 

have been misidentified in the past. 



TRUSTED TRAVELER PROGRAMS 
COMPARISON CHART

PROGRAM TSA PRE™ GLOBAL ENTRY NEXUS SENTRI CLEAR

Program 
Summary

www.tsa.gov/
tsa-precheck/

www.cbp.gov/travel/
trusted-traveler-
programs/global-entry

www.cbp.gov/travel/
trusted-traveler-
programs/nexus

www.cbp.gov/travel/
trusted-traveler-
programs/sentri

https://www.clearme.
com/how-it-works

Program 
Experience 
and 
Benefits

Expedited screening 
in TSA Pre™ lanes 
at select airports. 
Faster moving lines. 
Improved travel 
experience. 

No removal of:
• Belt
• Shoes
• Light outerwear/

jacket
• 3-1-1 compliant 

bag 
• Laptop from 

carry-on

Expedited clearance 
through CBP at select 
airports upon arrival 
in US and expedited 
processing through 
CBP at land borders 
when entering the 
US Includes the TSA 
Pre™ experience for 
US citizens. 

Benefits:
• Reduced wait 

times with self-
service kiosks or 
E-Gates using 
facial comparison 
technologies

• No paperwork to 
be filled out by 
passengers upon entry

Expedited clearance 
through CBP upon 
arrival in the US and 
Canada in land, air, and 
sea environments and 
usage of Global Entry 
kiosks. Includes the TSA 
Pre™ experience for 
US citizens, US lawful 
permanent residents, 
and Canadian citizens. 

Benefits:
• Expedited vehicle/

pedestrian and 
marine entrance into 
US or Canada

• Using Global Entry 
kiosk when entering 
the United States

Expedited processing 
through CBP at land 
borders when entering 
the US and usage of 
Global Entry kiosks for 
US citizens and lawful 
permanent residents. 
Includes the TSA Pre™ 
experience for US 
citizens and US lawful 
permanent residents. 

Benefits:
• Expedited vehicle/

pedestrian entrance 
into US from Canada 
and Mexico

• Using NEXUS lane 
when entering the US 
from Canada by land

• Using Global Entry 
kiosks when entering 
the United States by air

Expedited screening 
in CLEAR lanes at 
select airports (can be 
integrated with TSA 
Pre™ as well). 

No removal of (when 
integrated with TSA Pre™):
• Belt
• Shoes
• Light outerwear/

jacket
• 3-1-1 compliant bag
• Laptop from carry-on

Eligibility 
Required

US citizens (includes 
dual-citizens) and 
lawful permanent 
residents with 
Known Traveler 
Number (KTN).

US citizens, lawful 
permanent residents, 
and citizens of 
certain other 
countries.*

US citizens, US lawful 
permanent residents, 
Canadian citizens, 
and Canadian lawful 
permanent residents.

There are no 
citizenship or age 
requirements.

US citizens and lawful 
permanent residents 18 
and older with a valid 
government-issued 
photo ID.

Application 
Fee

$78.00 (5 year 
membership).

$100.00 (5 year 
membership).

$50.00 (5 year 
membership).

$122.25 (5 year 
membership).

$189.00 (per year).

Passport 
Required

No Yes; or lawful 
permanent resident 
card.

No Yes; or lawful permanent 
resident card. SENTRI 
applicants must also 
present a secondary 
ID: US Driver's License, 
State Issued ID or a US 
Military or a Foreign 
Passport.

No

Application 
Process

Apply online, then 
visit an enrollment 
center to provide 
fingerprints and 
valid identification.

Apply online, then 
attend an in-person 
interview.

Apply online or at an 
enrollment center, 
then attend an in-
person interview.

Apply online or at an 
enrollment center, 
then attend an in-
person interview.

Apply online or at any 
CLEAR enrollment center, 
then attend an in-person 
interview to provide 
fingerprints, iris image, 
and valid identification.

FAQ www.tsa.gov/
precheck/faq

www.cbp.gov/travel/
trusted-traveler-
programs/global-
entry/frequently-
asked-questions

https://ttp.cbp.dhs.
gov/faq?lang=en

https://ttp.cbp.dhs.
gov/faq?lang=en

https://www.clearme.
com/support

How to 
Apply

https://universalenroll.
dhs.gov/workflows?se
rvicecode=11115V&serv
ice=pre-enroll

www.cbp.gov/travel/
trusted-traveler-
programs/global-
entry/how-apply

https://www.cbp.
gov/travel/trusted-
traveler-programs/
nexus/how-apply

https://www.cbp.gov/
travel/trusted-traveler-
programs/sentri/how-
apply-sentri

https://www.clearme.
com/enroll

   *For a list of eligible citizens, visit www.cbp.gov/travel/trusted-traveler-programs/global-entry/eligibility
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